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Parents, students, faculty, staff, and sisters: tonight we are joining together as 

one community, united by one belief, that education matters. That it matters not just 

because we know that it leads to good jobs. But more importantly, it matters because 

education empowers us to contribute in service to our families, our communities, and 

the world. 

Education, to become an educated person, is a lifelong quest. It begins at birth, 

with our first learned actions, and continues as we enter into our first classrooms as 

young children. Up until the point of our high school graduation, our education is largely 

directed by others: our parents, teachers, school administrators, and yes, even 

politicians have a lot to say about what we learn and when we learn it. 

Today marks a new phase in your quest to become an educated person. Today 

you take control of your education, what you choose to learn and when. You have 

chosen OLLU and that was a wise choice. At OLLU, we educate the whole person: your 

intellectual, spiritual, personal and professional self. This means that what you learn 

outside of the classroom is just as important as what you learn in the classroom. 

And so I say to our students: Be brave. Take every opportunity and turn it into an 

experience because every experience will contribute to your education. Participate in 

discussions; attend concerts and art exhibits; volunteer in service to others; play; do 

your homework; travel. These are just some of the opportunities that you will have while 
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you are here. All will prepare you to live and lead in a complex world. Which will you 

choose? How will you choose to engage? 

And to parents I say, join with your child in the pursuit of education. Your sons 

and daughters will be exposed to many new ideas through their courses and activities. 

Talk to them about the books they are reading and what is discussed in class. And 

whether you live near or far, come to campus when you can. Take in a concert, attend 

an event, or go to the library. We welcome you to our community as we welcome your 

sons and daughters. 

And finally, to our faculty, staff and sisters: I remind you to attend to your own 

education. It is easy for us to get caught in the daily business of educating others and 

neglect ourselves in the process. Take time to read, to research, to reflect, and to take 

advantage of all that our community has to offer to ensure that you are nurturing your 

intellectual, spiritual, personal and professional self.  

My friends, God’s providence has brought us together on our quest to become 

educated individuals. Let us choose to grow together and to learn from each other, so 

that we are better able to serve our families, our communities and our world. Thank you 

for choosing OLLU and may you be blessed in your quest. 




