
     

   

  

Welcome remarks for “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks: A Dream for 

Social Equity” event held at OLLU’s Thiry Auditorium  

delivered by Diane E. Melby on Jan. 16, 2019   

    

   

 

Welcome to Our Lady of the Lake University. I offer a special welcome to the 

members of the Lacks family. Thank you for being here to share your story and the 

story of Henrietta Lacks. 
 

     

  

 

We can learn much from your story, and from the efforts of the Henrietta Lacks 

Foundation, which fights for health care and research equity among underserved 

and minority communities. 
  

    

      

   

    

  

Serving the underserved and fighting for social justice are at the roots of Our Lady of 

the Lake University’s identity. Advocacy for social justice is part of the heritage 

passed down from our founders, the Sisters of Divine Providence. From their 

inception in the 1700s, the Sisters have always worked to serve, educate and 

empower the underserved. And the university carries on this work. 
 

▪  

     

  

       

 

In 1951, the same year that doctors took cells from Henrietta Lacks without her

knowledge and consent, Our Lady of the Lake had already welcomed three African-

American students into our graduate programs. This made Our Lady of the Lake

one of the first schools in the south to desegregate, well before the Supreme Court

overturned the “separate but equal” doctrine.

     And our students have gone out into the community and used their education to 

empower others:  

▪    

     

In 1960, Our Lady of the Lake student Mary Andrews led efforts to integrate the

city’s lunch counters, making San Antonio one of the first Southern cities to do so. 

▪  

 

Later the same year, another Our Lady of the Lake student, Smithie Andrews,

led efforts to integrate San Antonio’s upscale dining establishments.



and has helped thousands of students who had dropped out of high school. 

▪ Barbara Gervin-Hawkins helped create a charter school for non-traditional students

  

   
These OLLU graduates and many others like them have taken the heritage 
passed down from the Sisters and have worked to make the world a better place.  

As we are preparing our current students for higher education with a higher purpose, I 
  

 

know they will learn from your experiences and use that knowledge to make 
a difference in the world.  

   

     

Thank you again for your work disseminating the knowledge gained from Henrietta 
Lack’s story. And thank you to all of you for helping OLLU and Incarnate Word 
celebrate the Dream. 

 




