
Support for Dream Act needed now

With the Trump Administration’s announcement Sept. 5, 2017, that the Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program is being rescinded and will end in 

six months, the time for action in Congress is now. 

More than 800,000 young people, several of them Our Lady of the Lake University 

students and graduates, have benefitted from DACA and so has our nation. 

Brought to the United States as young children, many DACA recipients have no 

memory of their home countries. They have lived, studied and worked or enlisted 

to serve in the military in the U.S. after going through very thorough screening for 

DACA eligibility. This has become their country and they have contributed to it. 

The OLLU graduates who are DACA recipients are working as accountants, 

educators, psychologists, social workers and in many other fields. They are 

productive, contributing members of our communities. 

Most DACA recipients work during their time as students and pay taxes. With the 

end of DACA, these young people will lose their deferred status and employment 

authorization. The investments we have made in their education will be lost to our 

community, and their lives will be in disarray. 

As members of the OLLU community, we stand on the shoulders of the Sisters of 

Divine Providence who founded our institution – Sisters who were immigrants 

themselves. They have given us a heritage of social justice and social action. 



As recipients of the teachings of the Sisters and in response to the call of the U.S. 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, I ask you, the members of the OLLU community, 

to join in supporting our sisters and brothers who have relied on DACA. 

The bipartisan Dream Act of 2017 (S. 1615) introduced by Senators Lindsey 

Graham (R-SC) and Dick Durbin (D-IL) offers a path to legal status for DACA 

recipients. Through this legislation, DACA recipients will be able to continue 

pursuing higher education, serving in the military, or working lawfully while earning 

a path to citizenship. 

Please contact your Congressional leaders and urge them to support or co-sponsor 

the Dream Act. See important links for contact information and resources 
below. 

Sincerely, 

Diane E. Melby, 
EdD OLLU 
President 

Ways to contact your Representatives and Senators 

• Call or write your Representatives/Senators directly.

Find contact information for your Representative at
http://www.house.gov/representatives/find

Find contact information for your Senator at
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/

Resources 
• FAQs on DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) from Department

of Homeland Security

• U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Statement on DACA

http://www.house.gov/representatives/find
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/09/05/frequently-asked-questions-rescission-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca
http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-157.cfm



