
   

   

  

   

     

   

     

      

   

   

 

   

   

     

  

   

     

      

  

   

  

  

  

  

Remarks for the HACU Hall of Champions induction ceremony of  

Sister Elizabeth Anne Sueltenfuss (edited for print)  

delivered by Diane E. Melby on Oct. 6, 2018  

Thank you to the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) for 

bestowing this honor on Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) President Emerita, 

Sister Elizabeth Anne Sueltenfuss. 

Sister Elizabeth Anne, who passed away in 2009, was a pioneer in higher education. 

 She was one of the  first female college presidents  in Texas.

 She  expanded  OLLU’s programs, facilities and  enrollment.

 And,  she  established a groundbreaking program  that opened  up  higher education

options to working adults by creating a   Weekend College  model.

Sister Elizabeth Anne also played a key role in the founding of HACU. The association’s 

first home was on OLLU’s campus when Sister Elizabeth Anne was president. She 

supported Dr. Antonio Rigual, one of the original founders of HACU, in his efforts to 

bring the original 18 institutions together to create the association. She gave Dr. Rigual 

the assistance and resources needed to launch HACU. And, she served as treasurer 

and executive committee member for the association. 

I was recently asked in an interview what inspired Sister Elizabeth Anne to be dedicated 

to Latinos in higher education. Sister Elizabeth Anne was a member of the 

Congregation of Divine Providence. This is the religious order that founded and 

sponsors OLLU. Our Sisters have a heritage of working for social justice and for serving 

the underserved – especially in the field of education. 

In 1978, when Sister Elizabeth Anne first became the university president, Hispanics 

were significantly underrepresented in the classrooms of higher education. Through the 

efforts of the Congregation and Sister Elizabeth Anne, Our Lady of the Lake worked to 

make higher education accessible and affordable for Hispanic students. That work 

continues today at OLLU. Our student population is about 70 percent Hispanic, and 

many are the first in their family to attend college. 



    

      

    

  

    

     

    

      

   

  

  

    

   

The vision statement of OLLU calls us to graduate students who will lead and serve with 

faith and wisdom to improve our world. And that is what the Sisters have done 

throughout the decades. Many OLLU graduates have gone on to make a significant 

difference in the lives of Hispanics in this country. 

 Gil Coronado lobbied  Congress to create Hispanic Heritage Month. 

 Dr. Joe Bernal is the  author of the  first Texas bilingual education act. 

 Dr. Maria Montecel did ground-breaking research in the  1980s on the dropout 

rates of Latinos. 

 Martha  Tijerina was the  first woman to  anchor a national Spanish-language 

newscast. 

 Rita Esquivel was the  first Latina director of the U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Bilingual Education  and Minority Affairs. 

 Gloria Rodriguez created  Avance,  a  national nonprofit that helps  families 

overcome  isolation  and lack of opportunity  to break the cycle  of poverty. 

These OLLU graduates and many others like them have taken the heritage passed 

down from the Sisters and have made our country a better place. 

As the current president of OLLU, I am proud and humbled to carry on the work of 

Sister Elizabeth Anne and all of the Sisters of Divine Providence. It is awesome and 

inspiring to look out at all of you and to know that OLLU played a significant part in 

launching HACU and the work that you do within the 529 colleges and universities 

designated as Hispanic Serving Institutions today. 

I especially want to thank Dr. Antonio Flores and the staff of HACU, many of whom are 

OLLU graduates, for this wonderful honor for Sister Elizabeth Anne. 




