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We come together this afternoon to reaffirm, as one body, our commitment to the 
values that define Our Lady of the Lake University. Community, Trust, Integrity, Service: 
We hear these words over and over. They are embedded in our most important written 
documents; they have been reproduced into life-sized posters that are displayed on 
each of our campuses. You will hear administrators utter them throughout the year; and 
they are even symbolized in our Wings-Up hand sign.  

Community, Trust, Integrity, Service: simple words, beautiful words but 
powerless words in their own right. It is after all people who give words their power. If 
we want words to have power, we must give them life, we must live them. 

The opportunities to give life to these values are bountiful. We affirm our 
commitment to our community when we participate in the overt traditions of the 
university, participating in this Providence Assembly as one example. But we are given 
smaller opportunities every day to reach out, to embrace, to invite, to welcome one 
another.  

With the start of this fall semester, we saw the OLLU community come together 
in a powerful example of living our values. As you may have noticed, parking was a bit 
tight for the first few days of classes. What could have been a frustrating experience for 
all, instead became a time where the best in OLLU emerged. And that is because we 
gave life to our values.  

Integrity is demonstrated in the confluence of ideals and behavior. And this week, 
we lived our ideals: Faculty and staff put the needs of students first and demonstrated 
their trust in administration when they gave up their parking spaces so that students 
could settle into the start of the semester. Students did their part, honoring parking 
restrictions, patiently searching, and spreading goodwill as they worked their way to 
classrooms and activities. And finally, administrators worked long hours to develop, 
execute and communicate plans that allowed the university to operate in an atmosphere 
of trust and service. 

As we welcome one another back for this academic year, keep in mind these 
Core Values and the fact that Providence has brought us to this moment today.  



From classes and making friends to watching construction of the new residence 
hall and planning for internships and graduate school, this year will be one of 
excitement for each of us. 

Opportunities to live our values will be presented every day. They can and should 
be at the root of every decision we make, in how we choose to relate to each other and 
where we choose to focus our effort and resources. If values drive our behavior, we will 
realize the promise of providence. My friends, four words: Community, Trust, Integrity, 
Service. Only we, you and me, can give them power, can bring them to life. Let us 
commit ourselves to them again today so that providence can shine upon each of us 
and on this great university. 




