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Cesar Rodriguez is one face of our future. Born and raised in Central Mexico, he came to 
Texas at 13 to live with his father, a farm worker and landscaper. When Cesar began seventh 
grade, he did not speak English. To learn the language, Cesar attended classes with a tutor. 

A quick study, Cesar graduated from Somerset High School in the top two percent of his class. 
In August of 2011, he enrolled at Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) and majored in 
accounting. 

The first in his family to attend college, Cesar excelled. He became president of the 
Association of Latino Professionals in Finance and Accounting, served as president of Sigma 
Theta Epsilon, a national Christian fraternity, and volunteered as an executive in the Student 
Government Association. Cesar earned his bachelor’s in three and a half years, became an 
accountant and expects to complete his master’s in accounting at OLLU in December. 

Cesar’s story shows the transformative power of higher education. It also shows OLLU’s 
unique role in shaping the future of South Texas and the world. We are a University that 
specializes in equipping the emerging, college-going population – first generation, primarily 
Latino and low-income students – to lead and serve in their communities. 

This mission originates from our founders, the Sisters of Divine Providence, who came to 
Texas 150 years ago to educate those who would not otherwise be educated. They arrived 
with a powerful belief in the providence of God and a strong conviction that through education, 
communities could be lifted, social justice would prevail and humanity would live in service to 
each other. 

Our nation faces many challenges, some of them tearing at the very core of our mission and 
undermining society. An increasing number of skeptics question the value of college despite 
data that shows a baccalaureate degree increases lifetime earnings by more than $1 million 
compared to those with a high school diploma. 

There is also the growing belief that higher education is only about securing a job. In truth, it 
is the grounding in core disciplines – such as history, math, science, language and the arts – 
linked with pre-professional preparation that equips graduates to become ethical leaders in 
the world. 
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Dan Greenstein, director of education and postsecondary success for the Gates Foundation, 
recognizes a critical economic challenge. “We have reached a point where the demand for 
educated talent will consistently outstrip supply,” he recently said in Chicago. “At current 
completion rates, there will be a shortage of 11 million workers with post-high school 
credentials in our workforce by 2025.” 

 

At a time when student debt is growing and higher education is under fire, it is important that 
we come together to declare that education matters! It matters most for the poor, for the 
immigrant’s child, for the parent trying to put food on the table. It matters for the future of our 
nation. 

As the ninth president of OLLU, I am humbled and honored to lead an institution that elevates 
all of San Antonio through education, service and active involvement in the community. We 
integrate community service and leadership into programs at every level. We offer programs 
that prepare students to work in multicultural and dual-language settings. Our graduate 
students in the Harry Jersig Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic provide life-changing therapy to 
children in the city. Our faculty and students in the psychology department meet the mental 
health needs of homeless families at Haven for Hope. 

As I finish my first semester at OLLU, I offer thanks to San Antonio for the warm welcome and 
support over the past four months. In return, I affirm my commitment, and OLLU’s 
commitment, to partner with local colleges and universities, community organizations and 
business leaders to lift our city to its destiny. 

The strength of San Antonio can be seen in the faces of its citizens. And like Cesar 
Rodriguez, we can be transformed, one life at a time. 




