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Sisters, Trustees, Faculty, Staff, Students, Alumni, and most honored guests; And 

special greetings to all those joining us by live stream – our families in Houston 

and the Rio Grande Valley, and especially our family joining Dave and I from 

Winchester Virginia: 

Buenas tardes! 

In our Hispanic culture, there is nothing more important than “la familia.” 

One’s family extends beyond blood and marriage to all those who offer support 

and friendship to its members – mothers, fathers, grandmothers, grandfathers, 

aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters. As Lorena Gonzalez expressed in a recent 

conversation, if you’re not related by blood or marriage, you’re given a made up 

role – auntie, sissy, or something of the like.  

When Dave and I were faced with leaving western Virginia we knew that 

we were leaving “Almost Heaven.” (Almost heaven, West Virginia.) But it was 

okay because we knew we were coming to the real thing, the home of the Saints. 



And as the Saints have welcomed us, I welcome you. So, bienvenidos –  welcome 

to your home away from home. Welcome to our family. 

One hundred and fifty years ago, the Sisters of Divine Providence came to 

San Antonio with a sole mission: to educate those who would not otherwise be 

educated. They came with little in the way of resources but were sustained by a 

powerful belief in the providence of God and a deep commitment that through 

education, communities could be lifted. That through education, social injustice 

would be defeated and humanity would live in service to each other. 

 And so today, as we gather together as one community, one family, united 

by the purpose of celebrating education, let us honor our founders by lifting up in 

spirit those most in need of our service. 

Let us lift up all children, everywhere, and especially those who live in 

poverty, for those who live under our overpasses, and for those who live their 

lives within the shadow of violence; 

And let us lift up the parents, especially those who work multiple jobs to 

put food on the table; and those who struggle with new languages to help their 

children learn; and those who labor every day of their lives to provide for their  

children what they themselves do not have. 

Let us up our lift up all of our brothers and sisters, especially those who 

leave their homes in the dark of night to cross desert and sea, in search of safety, 

security, and a better life for their families.  

 In a recent conversation with Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, he told me 

that through his ministry, he has focused on Unity and Communion. Through his 



conversation, he challenged me to consider how these two ideals might be 

reflected in my work and within the context of daily life at the Lake. 

 The very next day, I was reminded by Student Government Association 

President Chris Robinson of how “Wings Up” came into being. Born of the desire 

of OLLU students to foster unity, they chose to use “Wings Up” as a reminder of 

our core values of service, trust, integrity and community. One hundred fifty years 

after the Sisters of Divine Providence first came to San Antonio, our students 

recognize the values that undergird the interrelationship of education, social 

justice and strong communities. They have chosen “Wings Up” as a reminder to 

keep values at the forefront of every aspect of their lives. Our commitment to 

service and social justice endure, with an unflagging commitment to the people of 

the West Side and students who are hungry for education at the highest levels. 

This commitment to our heritage is shaped on a daily basis by our faculty 

and staff. Examples of our commitment to service and social justice can be found 

in our curricula. In the biliterate certificate that is available to all undergraduate 

students, and the integration of service learning into programs at every level. It is 

overtly expressed in our social work programs that emphasize sensitivity to 

cultural and ethnic differences; our psychology program that prepares students to 

work in multicultural and dual-language settings; our MFA program in Literature, 

Creative Writing and Social Justice which prepares students to become critically 

engaged and socially aware scholars, writers, educators and professionals.  

Our commitment to service and social justice does not exist only in the 

classrooms. Our Sisters, our faculty, and our staff are living models for our 

students. They show them that to effect change in this world, one must be 



prepared to take action, to take a stand. Today, the Sisters of Divine Providence 

can still be found in the poorest communities around the globe, bringing 

education to those who are most vulnerable. And here in San Antonio, when an 

inmate takes his final steps on death row, you will find our Sisters out on 24th 

Street, affirming the worth of every life. From supporting the Chicano students 

strike for equality in education in Crystal City in 1970; to calling attention to the 

plight of immigrants in 2014; to standing with the victims of human trafficking 

today, our faculty and staff demonstrate the meaning and reality of what it means 

to truly commit one’s self to their fellow human being. 

Today our nation is being challenged on many fronts. We are dealing with 

many tough issues that have far reaching consequences for our economy and our 

culture. And clearly, the greatest chance we have to address these challenges and 

maintain the strength of this great nation is through education. Sadly, at a time 

that the nation should be embracing education with greater fervor than ever 

before, it seems as though our greatest asset, our education systems, are under 

assault. At a time when concerns about the cost of a college education mounts; 

when the popular culture increasingly questions whether a college education is 

worth it; when it seems as though we, as a nation, are shifting from our heritage 

as a welcoming and safe haven for the downtrodden; it is more important than 

ever that we come together in communion with each other to declare that 

education matters!  

And it matters most for the poor, for the immigrant’s child, for the parent 

trying to put food on the table, for the young who have grown up with nothing 

but the love of their family. 



My friends, I am deeply honored and profoundly humbled to be welcomed 

to this community, to the family of the saints. Today, I affirm that I will honor and 

uphold the heritage of this great University, even as we bring it into a new age. I 

do not make this pledge lightly for I know that your eyes will be on me and you 

will hold me to my word. But I remind you that while every voice matters, power 

comes when we stand together, in unity and communion with each other.  

And so I ask you, to stand with me as one family: Sisters; Trustees, Faculty, 

Staff, Alumni, Students, and most honored guests. Let us stand together as one 

family, in support and friendship, for all those who hunger for education 

everywhere. 

Wings Up, mi familia. 

Wings UP! 

For, if we join as one family, in unity and in communion with each other, none 

shall be too heavy to lift. 




