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Behind the alarming and heartbreaking stories of sexual assault on college campuses is 
a little-known trend that reveals a deeper, more disturbing issue. 

According to the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR), 198 
institutions of higher learning are under investigation for possible Title IX sexual 
violence violations -- more than triple the 55 it was reviewing in 2014. 

Title IX is the gender equity law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in all 
education programs or activities that receive federal financial assistance. Federal law 
requires that we train University employees about our policy and other issues related to 
sexual misconduct, including dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault and 
stalking. 

Much work needs to be done. According to federal campus safety data, nearly 100 
institutions of higher learning reported at least 10 incidents of rape on their main 
campuses in 2014, the most recent year for which data is available. Some interpret the 
data as a sign that more students feel free to report sexual assaults that might have 
gone unreported in the past. But others point to the proliferation of rape cases and the 
sometimes insensitive way schools handle them. 

As Lisa Maatz, vice president for government relations at the American Association of 
University Women told the Washington Post, “Universities need to stop trying to treat 
this as a PR problem, and treat it as the civil rights and public safety issue that it is.” 
Whichever view one might hold, this much is clear: We in higher education need to 
improve our understanding of Title IX and the way we attempt to protect students, 
faculty and staff from sex discrimination. 

As required by federal laws, Our Lady of the Lake University students, faculty, staff and 
administrators attended policy training in 2015. We also hosted various other types of 
training on these topics throughout the year. OLLU and others, however, are taking 
additional, proactive steps to adhere not only to the letter of the law but, more 
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importantly, to fulfill the spirit of Title IX and related federal laws. 
 
In mid-July, OLLU hosted a higher ed event at which Office of Civil Rights (OCR) 
attorneys explained guidelines and the finer details of Title IX and the obligations of 
universities to respond to sexual violence. More than 50 individuals from 10 colleges 
and universities in San Antonio, Corpus Christi and Seguin attended. 
 
“It was a great opportunity to have face-to-face contact with OCR attorneys and discuss 
the various areas of Title IX and how that impacts our universities,” said OLLU Title IX 
coordinator Suzanne Patrick. 
 
While some schools have made headlines for multiple rapes on campus, hundreds have 
zero reports of sexual assaults. According to a Washington Post review of federal 
campus safety data, more than 1,300 schools had no reports of rape in 2014. OLLU is 
among those schools. But we also understand that victims of sexual violence are often 
reluctant to report an assault. 

Over the next year, OLLU will be developing a climate survey of students to better 
understand the reality, attitudes and perceptions of sexual violence 
and awareness on campus. We will gather data about the frequency of sexual violence 
and the knowledge of our policies and resources. 

Other schools have completed climate surveys, some as a result of resolution 
agreements with the Office of Civil Rights. Though not required, the White House Task 
Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault has urged institutions of higher 
education “to show they’re serious about the problem by conducting the survey.” 
 
OLLU is not only serious, it is our hope to become a leader in the education and 
prevention of sexual harassment and sexual violence. Every student pursuing a higher 
education deserves the full protection of Title IX. 




